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Michelle Obama
Wows Londoners

First Lady Michelle Obama meets the Queen

BY DOROTHY ROWLEY

(NNPA) - Stylish hair,
clothes and shoes. Buffed arms
and an unmistakable air of
grace, beauty and poise.
They’re all synonymous with
first lady Michelle Obama
who continues to wow crowds
everywhere she goes - and her
trip this week to the United
Kingdom along with President
Barack Obama has been no
different.
While the president dove
right into the serious business
of the G20 economic summit,
the first lady was becoming the
toast of the town, cozying up
with the Queen of England,
sitting for tea, visiting an inner
city all-girls school, and
touring a cancer ward.
“She’s a real breath of
fresh air,” CBS anchor Katie
Couric was quoted as saying
by phone Thursday from
London. Meredith Vieira from
NBC’s Today show gushed
that “Everybody in Europe is
enthralled with her.”
Both women, no doubt,
were echoing the sentiments of
many who said Mrs. Obama
had acquired a powerful
presence in London. During
her visit to the Elizabeth
Garrett Anderson School

Congressional Gold Medal
Of Honor Bestowed To
Tuskegee Airmen And
Jazz Great Al Downings
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which enrolls about 1,000 girls
ages 11-17, the students were
in awe.
“The amazement and adoration
on the face of the girls and the
authentic way Obama reacted
to them was just wonderful
thing to watch,” London’s
Daily Mirror reported.
The paper also noted that
about 300 students and
residents had shrieked, “We
love you!” as the first lady
arrived at the school in
Islington, North London.
Greeted by 100 students, Mrs.
Obama applauded enthusiastically after they regaled her
with a string of stirring performances, and in a show of
the informal style that has
endeared her to millions
around the world, she highfived one of the solo singers
and hugged students, according to
the Daily Mirror. “Wow! I
can’t follow that. Thank you
for that warm welcome. My
husband is going to be very
jealous of my afternoon
because I am spending it with
all of you,” Obama said. “When I
look at a performance like this,
it reminds me that there are
diamonds like this all over the

MIC HEL LE

continued on pg. 9
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BY JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Legendary jazz artist, the late
Al Downing, was officially
presented the Congressional
Gold Medal of Honor for being a
pioneer as one of the Tuskegee
Airmen. The ceremony took
place at the Royal Theater
Boys& Girls Club Arts Academy,
where Edna “Bunny” Downing,
wife of Downing for 55 years,
accep t ed t h e m ed al fro m
Congresswoman Kathy Castor.
On April 3, 1939 “Public
Law 18” was passed. This bill,
initiated by President Roosevelt,
called for the creation of new
training programs to be implemented at black colleges where
blacks could be trained in Air
Corps support services. Tuskegee
Institute, in Tuskegee, Alabama,
was chosen, due to their Civilian
Pilot Training Program, under the
leadership of Charles Alfred
Anderson, the nation’s first
African- American to earn a pilot
license. Training for the new segregated 99th Pursuit Squadron
started in January 1941. Over
2000 African-American aviation
cadets, from 1941 to 1946,
completed training as twinengine pilots, navigators, and
bombardiers.
During World War II, even
though the Tuskegee Airmen saw
combat in over 1500 missions in

Photograph courtesy of Congresswoman Castor’s office
From the left, Chief Master Sargent John Langston stands with Edna “Bunny” Downing, wife of
the late Al Downing, to accept the Gold Medal of Honor from Congresswoman Kathy Castor

Europe, the Mediterranean, and
North Africa, they were never
allowed to socialize or fly with
their white counterparts. They
battled hatred and prejudice with
the enemy and with their own
countrymen. However, due to
their heroism, sacrifices, and professionalism President Harry S.
Tr u m a n d e s e g r e g a t e d t h e
military in 1948.
Al Downing started as an
aviator cadet, of the Tuskegee

Airmen, and was later commissioned as squadron commander
and leader of the 613th Army Air
Forces band. “He was the
epitome of courage to take a
opportunity, when people said it
couldn’t be done,” said Joey
Henderson representative of the
Ta m p a B a y C h a p t e r o f t h e
Tuskegee Airmen or Buffalo
Soldiers. Grandson-in-law John
Langston, chief master Sergeant
Reserve at MacDill AFB, who

along with Downing’s greatgrand sons John 11 and Dylan 10
lead the pledge of allegiance, said
t h a t t h e Tu s k e g e e A i r m e n
showed that blacks could accomplish things such as flying and
that this gave inspiration to their
relatives and others.
“There is nothing more
importation than the recognition
of our national heroes,” cited

MEDAL
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Photograph courtesy of Ricc Rollins
From the left, Steve Marshall, Angela Kelly,
Dr. Dorinda Clark-Cole and Jackie Clark-Chisholm

TAMPA - Excitement and
melodies filled the air as
thousands poured into the 34th
Street Chruch of God to attend
Dr. Dorinda Clark Cole’s
Regional Singers and Musicians
Conference presented by United
Urban Outreach. This 3 day
event was held this past weekend
and Tampa will never be the
same! Commencing Friday night
was the new artist showcase
where over 45 soloist, groups,
choirs, rappers, instrumentalist
and poets from around the
country assembled to showcase
their talents in front of the
legendary Clark Sisters, Gospel
great Troy Sneed and other
experts in the gospel arena. The

overall winner received a $500.00
Dorinda Clark Cole Scholarship
Award that was matched by
United Urban Outreach to be
used toward expenses to attend
the National Singers and
Musicians Conference that will
be held in Detroit Michigan Sept.
23- 26. The event was so well
attended and so many artists
wanted to be involved that it had
to be continued on Saturday
night.
Saturday morning started
with a big bang. Over 500 registrants attended workshops
addressing various areas of music
ministry. The founder of the
Conference Dr. Dorinda Clark

CONFERENCE

continued on pg. 6
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Fear is a primary obstacle
that prevents people from
becoming entrepreneurs. Many of
us are not living our dreams
because we are living our fears.
Fear is a disease. It cripples
effective decision-making and
most of the time accounts for the
illogical actions that ensue.
Our country is now deep into a
historic financial crisis that has
most people in fear of losing their
jobs, healthcare, and life savings.
Learning to manage your fears can
help you weather negative situations during hard times.
Many aspiring entrepreneurs
have the dream of finding security
by starting their own home-based
business but maybe 2-5 percent of
these people will actually apply
their knowledge and unique
talents. We should begin to discuss
some of the techniques for entrepreneurs to learn how to manage
and conquer their fears.
Think about what you want.
When you doubt yourself by
spinning the wheels in your mind
on a worst case scenario, turn it
around and focus on what you DO
want. Visualize yourself building
the new business. Create a new

library. I draw tremendous support
from my library. It is not just filled
with how to resources, but also
stories of others who conquered
their fears. You should begin to
email your friends that might
recommend sources of personal
development something based on
your own description of your circumstances.
Take baby-steps to build confidence. Sometimes just making the
smallest step will help get you
back on the right track enough that
the fear of not doing something can
go away. Just starting the process
can create enough momentum to
see it through. Visualize the result,
but make the action the goal.
There is a subtle difference
here for the entrepreneur. Of
course you want the result, but
maybe that’s not in your direct
control. Visualize the result in your
mind, but make your goal the consistent and persistent action of the
entrepreneur. The action will eventually produce the result and you
can certainly achieve that goal.
Entrepreneurship and the
dream of owning your own
business is a powerful concept. As
a business owner, you are in charge
of the decision making process, the
direction of the company’s
products and services realizing the

benefits of your own hard work.
At the same time, the factors
that drive entrepreneurship can be
equally frightening for many
potential self employed people. To
get your own business going and
growing, it’s necessary to overcome
your fears.
Many fear a personal lack of
knowledge. While not everyone is
an expert in public relations, sales
and marketing, accounting, law,
production, and distribution, these
seemingly lofty skills can be
learned or contracted. Books and
Internet research resources are
FREE at the public library and
courses are readily available that
teach hands on practical skills.
Lack of knowledge and information is only limited by your imagination. You may even discover that
you know more about business
than you had previously thought
possible.
Never, ever quit. I hate to even
use that “q” word. Keep seeking
new ways to solve challenges.
Listen and learn from others experiences. If you do quit in fear, you
cease to be an entrepreneur otherwise you’re not beaten, you
are moving ahead living your
dreams of building your own successful business.

Change Must Come To The Americas
BY NICOLE C. LEE
NNPA COLUMNIST

This month, President
Barack Obama will travel with
over 1,000 delegates to attend the
5th Summit of the Americas at
Port-of-Spain in Trinidad and
Tobago.
Led by the Organization of
American States, these high-level
meetings bring together leaders to
discuss a variety of pressing topics
influencing Western Hemisphere
relations and the state of its people.
This year’s theme is “Securing
Our Citizens Future by Promoting
Human Prosperity, Energy Security
and Environmental Sustainability.’’
Public and media attention
regarding past Summits have often
been dominated by protests by
civil society organizations and
activists against neo-liberal economic
agendas and initiatives such as the
Free Trade Area of the Americas,
which have been vigorously
pushed by governments and
business leaders with little to no
input from the people they disproportionately affect.
Since 1998, a parallel meeting
called the “People’s Summit” has
been organized by a coalition of
labor, NGOs, trade coalitions,

environmentalists and social
movements.
Nowhere is the importance of
supporting alternative forums and
dialogues regarding these Summits
more clear than in this year’s
theme. Quality of life and prosperity for the African Diaspora
continues to worsen and issues
such as energy security are often
pursued with the intent of prioritizing foreign private investment and
profit over people’s rights.
It is impossible to secure
someone’s future without access to
food, water, health services and
other basic services. Yet, that is the
case in all too many communities
where our people reside—communities often rich in natural
resources that are exported for
outside benefit. The few token
jobs or opportunities that remain
are fleeting and the long-term
damage and exploitation continue.
The current economic climate
is further evidence that the neoliberal model has not been the
anticipated, universal remedy to
change the dynamics that continue
to pull historically excluded communities into deeper poverty and
entrench the economic and psychological consequences of slavery and
colonization.

Instead, wealth continues to be
concentrated in the hands of the
few—at the expense of the many.
Approximately 80 percent of
Haiti’s population lives in poverty
and over half struggle to survive
on less than $1 a day. Colombia is
second only to Sudan in terms of
the number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) and Afro-Colombians
account for over 30 percent of
IDPs. Of those displaced AfroColombians, over 90 percent live
below the poverty line.
What is clear is that the time
has come for alternative models of
development and security and for
U.S. engagement in Latin America
and the Caribbean that is rooted in
equality and partnership. This
includes reviewing and reforming
policy towards the entire region’s
elected democracies, including
Venezuela and Bolivia, to improve
relations and resolve outstanding
differences. This also includes
dialogue and diplomacy with
Cuba, which, as in previous
Summits, is isolated from this
important event.
Our unilateral, ineffective,
embargo against Cuba is the
harshest we maintain against any
country in the world and has
stained Western Hemisphere relations.
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How Entrepreneurs Overcome Fear
In Economic Crisis
truth. Your mind will play
powerful tricks if you let it so stop
being your own roadblock and get
back on track.
See yourself talking to the
interested person as they become a
part of your business. You get what
you focus on.
Change the voice. When you
hear yourself telling you that
you’re not good enough - you’re
going to fail. Just change the voice
from yours to that of Mickey
Mouse or something silly that
would hold little weight with you
anyway! Who cares if Mickey
Mouse thinks you’re not good
enough? Is Mickey Mouse an
entrepreneur?
Voice fears to a trusted friend
or associate. Hopefully you have
been able to find some level of
support from at least one other
entrepreneur. Ideally, you have a
significant other that supports you.
If not, then you should have some
kind of support network from your
team or community association
groups that you can get advice.
However, don’t go looking for
support to all those people who
doubted you and told you it was
crazy to go out on your own. They
will rarely understand the entrepreneur.
Build a personal development

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO

www.theweeklychallenger.com

OPINION
BY FARRAH GRAY
NNPA COLUMNIST

The Weekly Challenger

The United Nations has voted
seventeen times condemning the
embargo. Virtually all countries in
the Hemisphere have diplomatic
ties with Cuba. The global system
is transitioning out of the realm of
U.S. hegemony and the voice of
Latin America and the Caribbean
continues to increase. A new era of
policy towards the region cannot
emerge without recognizing the
importance of this shift.
This month, over twenty-four
organizations, including TransAfrica
Forum, sent a letter to high level
officials in the administration of
President Obama regarding his
Summit of the Americas trip and
shared recommendations to use
the opportunity to reveal a new,
more just U.S. policy towards
Latin America and the Caribbean.
For African descendants throughout our Western Hemisphere, who
comprise an overwhelming majority of
the poor, the current global
economic crisis cannot afford to
get any worse. Unless our leaders
finally understand that issues of
economic and social inequality and
racial discrimination are central to
solving our most pressing crises,
our collective security will remain
beyond our reach.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sigma Sorors Salutes Women In National Observance
BY LILLIE MCGARRAH
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST.
PETERSBURG
“Women Taking the Lead to
Save Our Planet” is the National
theme for Women History
Month observed locally by
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Inc. The mission of the observance is to recognize and
celebrate the diverse and historical accomplishments of women
by providing information and
recognizing women for their
numerous contributions to the
world and the community at
large. Sigma started the Local
recognition in 2003. This year’s
event took place at the Carillon
Hilton, St. Petersburg during
Sigma’s Annual
Footprint
Service Awards Brunch March
28. The theme “Women Taking
the Lead to Save the Planet” is
to encourage recognition of
important work in t he on
g o i n g “Gr een Movement” in
our society today. To acknowledge women in communities
and states throughout our
country, all nominees honored
for this occasion included
educators, religious w o r k e r s ,
c o n s u l t a n t s , community
and social service workers,
school administrators, business
personnel and women who
demonstrate warm leadership in
protecting the environment on a
local and state level across the
nation.
Setting the stage for the
Footprints Service Awards was
our Mistress of Ceremonies,
Soror Dorthy Whitlock as she
alluded to a “Sweet, Sweet
Spirit” that prevailed in the

room of hundreds of supporters.
An inspirational invocation and
grace was presented by Soror
Dr. Del Walker and a warm
welcome and occasion given by
Basileus,
Soror
Kimberly
Taylor. This was followed by a
Delic ious Bru n ch . Aft er
appetites were whetted, Soror
Janic e S ta rl i n g -Wi l l i am s
recapped several Community
Services Initiatives undertaken
by the sorority on an annual
basis which included Project
AfriCare, end to Genocide in
D a r f u r , A n n u a l Yo u t h
Symposium, H3 , Heal t h y
Choices, Healthy Living, and
Hea lthy Ge n erat i o n , o u r
Reading Festivals and Project
Reassurance.

with her eloquence regarding the
“Green Movement” and encouraged the attendees to “eat right,
consider growing gardens, eat
organic fruits and vegetables and
organize garden clubs in an
effort to continue the lead as
women to “save our planet”. She
mentioned the lead that has been
taken by First Lady Michelle
Obama by planting a vegetable
garden at the White House.
Fo l l o wi n g a s t an d i n g
ovation, awards were presented
to the Footprints Honorees in the
following categories by Soror
Rene’ Oliver. The recipients
were Business, Kanika Jelks
Tomalin; Arts, Carolyn Hobbs;
Community Service, Theresa
Lassiter; Education, Lisa
Wilson, Doretha Jackson,
Juanita Pierce, Edith Williams
and Myrtle Williams; Law,
Tamara Felton Irvin; Social

Service, Mabel Stephens;
Religion, Marion Church,
Jamesia Wilburn, Vivian Terrell
and Diane Hughes.
The Chapter Founder, Soror
Lillie McGarrah, presented
Scholarships to Sorors Amber
Allen and Barbara Butler of the
University of Florida and the
University of Central Florida
respectively and to former
Rhoer Rodericka Riley of the
University of Florida.
Members of the 2009
Footprint Service Awards were:
Dr. Delceda Walker, Martha
Philpot, Shirley Puller, Hazel
M c L e o d - M a d i r, K i m b e r l y
Taylor, Lillie McGarrah, Dorthy
Whitlock, Willa Orokonle,
Rene’ Oliver, Mary Walker,
Jayda Rainey, Novella Watson,
Mary
McGarrah,
Gladys
McNeil and Committee Chair
Teresa Williams.

Photograph courtesy of Kelley Collier

Barbara Butler, University of Florida and
Rodericka Riley, University of Florida

The Sorors of Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. offers
a special thanks to our continu-

ous supporters in helping us
fulfil our motto “Greater
Service, Greater Progress.”

Photograph courtesy of Kelley Collier

Ginger Gadsden, WTSP,
Tampa Bay 10

Soror Hazel McLeod-Madir,
co-chairperson for the event
introduced the Speaker for the
occasion, Ginger Gadsden,
Morning News Anchor for
WTS P Ta m p a B ay 1 0 .
Gadsden captivated the audience

By
Cherin L. Stover

Support For Wealth Building
Coalition Continues To Grow
The voice of a community can be
powerful. Real change, meaningful change
comes when determined community
members share a common vision and take
the necessary steps to turn vision into
reality. Laying a strong foundation at the
grassroots, with a basis for action coming
from members of the community for the
community, a program can grow and
flourish. Such is the case of the Wealth
Building Coalition of Pinellas County
(WBC).
The mission of WBC is to expand
economic and asset-building opportunities
for low- and moderate-income families.
Community members recognized the need
for promotion of the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) because many eligible
taxpayers weren’t claiming it. Community
members also realized that free tax preparation services were needed to provide help to
low-and-moderate income families so that
they could claim the credit if eligible and
avoid the trap of rapid refund loans, with
high fees and interest. Community members
knew that additional linkages to financial
education and banking relationships could
provide an “on ramp” to economic mobility
and wealth.
Each year the number of community
members who participate in spreading the
word about WBC and its mission has
increased as has the number of members of
the community who train, certify and
prepare tax returns. More and more
community centers offer the free tax prepa-

ration services and financial linkages. For
the past three years, The Weekly Challenger
has supported WBC. Because of the strength
of such community commitment, Coalition
partnerships continue to grow.
Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of
Commerce is now providing year-round
support to Wealth Building Coalition. Other
chambers are involved as well, knowing that
employers can help employees find out
about the much-needed services the
Coalition offers. Businesses and others are
interested in working with a Coalition built
on a strong foundation of community
support.
Each year, before the tax filing season
begins, the Coalition and its many members
begin talking about “Earn it. Keep it. Grow
it,” meaning earning EITC through work,
keeping it by using free tax preparation
services, growing it through wise money
management. The “Grow it” part of the
message can apply to the Coalition itself.
The Coalition continues to grow and
expand, providing the means through which
families and children can flourish, and
bringing and keeping more money into the
local economy. The WBC program has
always been about more than money. It’s
about a community working together to
build and strengthen its economy and its
community.
To learn more about WBC and how you
can participate, please contact the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center at
727-321-9444

Photograph courtesy of Kelley Collier

5th Annual Footprints Awards Recipients
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Gantt
Report
THE

When things are bad for General Motors, AIG
and Merrill Lynch they are devastating for
America’s poor and disabled.
While corporate big wigs skirt around the
world in expensive corporate jets, plan lavish staff
parties and exotic retreats, enjoy exorbitant and
unworthy bonus payments and spend millions on
office redecorations with taxpayer money,
America’s poor continues to suffer.
Are America’s “bailout policies” racist?
I know you don’t like for me to ask questions
like that, especially when the policies are tied to
proposals made by an African-American
President, but look at who benefits from infusions
of government money and look at who suffered
the most from economic exploitation, financial
criminality, predatory lending and unfair banking
practices like redlining and the awarding or denial
of loans based on race.
Everybody is upset because the nation’s
unemployment rate has increased. Well, unemployment in the black community has been high
forever. Double -digit unemployment in the hood
is nothing new. We haven’t had full employment
since slavery.
Every African-American and most Americans
know a family member, a neighbor or a friend that
has lost their job, lost their homes or has lost their
minds because of the depression, high blood
pressure, hunger and other problems that were
brought on or exacerbated by the extreme lack of
capital in this capitalistic society.
But is it racism? I don’t know if you could call
the government policies racist but my experience
is that the attitudes that have surfaced since the
economic hard times began certainly seems racist.

BY LUCIUS GANTT

Let me explain. President Obama is right. The
wealthiest of us should do all they can to help
those of us that have the least.
I know a few rich people and all I’ve spoken
to feel it is great for beast bankers to get a trillion
dollars to help them but the poor, the disabled and
the unemployed should get little or nothing. In
other words, welfare and social services for poor
people is wrong but welfare for Citicorp, Bank of
America, General Motors and AIG is great!
The best way to stimulate America’s
economy is to give poor people some money.
They will buy cars, clothes, travel to football
games and music festivals, buy new rims or new
hair weaves, order more ringtones, TV fights and
pay-per-view programs and possibly pay off some
of their bills.
Could it be that the corporations are getting the
bailout money because the corporations donate
more campaign contributions to the politicians? I
think the president got a huge amount of contributions from Wall Street affiliated contributors.
Could bankers and others be getting most
bailout dollars because of what they know about
political parroting, rubber stamping and how
politicians closed their eyes, turned their heads
and allowed financial criminals to steal all of the
money they could steal? Even Stevie Wonder can
see that the politicians, investigators and government financial analysts are perhaps involved in or
implicated in the current financial melt downs.
The policies themselves may or may not be
racist but one thing is for sure, only the poor
people feel it. America continues to get deeper
and deeper into debt and the rich keep getting
richer and richer.

FACILITIES DIVISION AND OFFICE OF SUPPLIER DIVERSITY

2009 FACILITIES DIVISION FORUM
•

Designed for small business enterprises, current and prospective construction management
firms, architects, engineers and trade subcontractors seeking to do business with the
Hillsborough County Public Schools Facilities Division.

•

Attendees will learn about potential business opportunities for the upcoming year, update
on Facilities business practices and a chance for networking among Construction
Managers (CMs), Architects, Engineers, Prime Contractors and District Facilities staff.

SPONSORED BY

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
FACILITIES DIVISION/
OFFICE OF SUPPLIER DIVERSITY (OSD)
AND THE

TAMPA/HILLSBOROUGH BRANCH OF THE NAACP
4-6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2009
Middleton High School Auditorium
4801 North 22nd Street, Tampa

RSVP by Monday, April 20 to A.C. Thomas, at (813) 635-1240
Refreshments will be served.
Office of Supplier Diversity • 4901 East Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard • Tampa, Florida 33605
Phone: (813) 635-1240 • FAX: (813) 635-1245• School District Main Office: (813) 272-4000
P.O. Box 3408 • Tampa, FL 33601-3408 • Web Site: www.sdhc.k12.fl.us

USF Commemorating
Professor John Hope Franklin

ST. PETERSBURG— USF
St. Petersburg is planning a
community-wide commemoration of the life of John Hope
Franklin, PhD, later this spring.
A friend and mentor to Florida
Studies and civil rights historian
Raymond Arsenault, PhD,
Franklin was a revered teacher
and inspirational figure to
students at USF St. Petersburg
for many years.
Arsenault said, “John Hope
Franklin is an icon of twentieth
century African-American intellectual life and a renowned
scholar of American history.
During the past 20 years our
students have had the privilege
of meeting and interacting with
legendary figures who had a
profound influence on historical
scholarship and the struggle for
civil rights and social justice in
the United States.”
Arsenault holds the John
Hope Franklin Professor of
Southern History endowed professorship and co-directs the
Florida Studies Program, the
only such program in the state. A
noted civil rights historian;
Arsenault is the author of
“Freedom Riders”, named an
Editor’s Choice by the New York
Times and one of the best books
of 2006 by the Washington Post.
“Freedom Riders” won the
Southern
Historical
Association’s Frank L. and
Harriet C. Owsley Prize as the
most important book published
in the field of Southern history in

2006.
College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Frank A. Biafora said,
“John Hope Franklin is a giant
by which all other historians are
measured. His scholarship has
allowed us to pry open the past –
no matter how ugly it was – and
has been presented in such a
respectful way, a standard from
which we can all admire and
learn. We are so fortunate to
continue his legacy through our
very own Ray Arsenault who
bears Dr. Franklin’s name as an
endowed professor at USF St.
Petersburg.”
The John M. Manly Professor John Hope Franklin
Distinguished Professor of
History Emeritus at Chicago Towards
Peace”,
featured
University and the James B. Franklin and Bishop Desmond
Duke Professor of History Tutu.
Emeritus at Duke University,
Interim Regional Chancellor
John Hope Franklin instructed Margaret Sullivan said, “The
thousands of students in his 60- magnitude of the legacy that Dr.
year teaching career. A noted Franklin has left is tremendous.
public intellectual in the early When you consider the impact of
1950s, Franklin helped NAACP his life’s work and his generosity
attorneys prepare for the Brown in sharing with our students, we
v. Board of Education school have indeed been fortunate for
desegregation suit.
his friendship.”
More recently, he served as
Franklin
received
the
the chairperson of former Honorary Doctorate of Humane
President Clinton’s National Letters at USF St. Petersburg’s
Initiative on Race. In addition to Commencement Convocation in
serving as historical consultant 2000. To support Franklin’s
on
Steven
Spielberg’s legacy of scholarship through the
“Amistad”, Franklin is the John
Hope
Franklin
subject of “First Person Singular: Professorship of Southern
John Hope Franklin”, a PBS History at USF St. Petersburg,
chronicle of his life. In 1999, the please contact the USF
PBS documentary, “Race and Foundation Office at (727) 873Reconciliation: A Journey 4735.

Pinellas County Urban
League Guild Presents Urban
League Sunday
ST. PETERSBURG -The
Pinellas County Urban League
Guild will host Urban League
Sunday, April 19 at 4:00 p.m.
help at First Baptist
Institutional Church, 3144 3rd
Ave. S. St. Petersburg. The
theme for this year’s service is,
“A Charge to Keep We Have”.
This event is free and open to
the public including the reception
following the service.
The Pinellas County
Urban League is a non-profit
service organization dedicated
to providing assistance to

African-Americans and others
among us who are most in
need. Founded in 1976, the
Pinellas
County
Urban
League, Inc. (PCUL) is the
premier social service and
civil rights organization in
Pinellas County. It is one of
the National Urban League’s
networks of nonprofit,
community-based affiliates
located throughout the United
States.
The League is committed
to providing programs and
services that empower individ-

uals and enhance the future of
our community. Targeting at
risk youth, families, and single
parents, the economically disadvantaged, elderly and
disabled, these programs assist
African-Americans and others
in need to achieve social and
economic equality. Proceeds
from this event will benefit
these services.
For information call 727
867-6358. Gregory Johnson is
President/CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League.

Believe It Or Not Cross Bayou
Elementary Is 50 Years Old!
All former and present
students and employees of
Cross Bayou Elementary are
invited to attend our school’s
50th Reunion. The celebration
will be April 18, from 11:00

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Cross
Bayou. The address is 6886
102nd Ave. N., Pinellas Park.
The time capsule will be
opened to reveal our past educational treasures. Visit your

old classroom and see the
changes. Enjoy our special
designed reunion cake and
more at this memorable event.
Come join in on the fun!!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Congratulations To Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church’s Spring 2009
Young Ladies Of Christian Character
Fr iends hip Missionary
Baptist Church’s Young Ladies
of Christian Character was the
dream and labor of love of First
Lady Teresa Evans and her
appointed
advisors.
Sister
Evans gives God the glory for
the things He has done!
Young Ladies of Christian
Character (YLCC) is a strong
connecting point for young
women between faith, tradition,
family and community.
There are four main goals of
building Young Ladies of
Christian Character:
- To provide instruction on
what it means to be a godly
woman.
- To create a point in time
for young ladies to accept
responsibility for their own
spiritual growth. Young Ladies
will enter into spiritual
adulthood as we move from
being teachers to coaches…
- To establish mentoring
relationships with adult women.

(Standing L-R): Miss Martesha Honor, Miss Latoya Goforth,
Miss Essence Watson and Miss Amber Thomas
(Seated): Miss Jacqual Robinson

These mentors will encourage
and guide young ladies in their
walk with Christ.
- To e x t e n d a f o r m a l

blessing upon each young lady.
Building Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church’s
Young Ladies of Christian

Character was an incredible
journey for everyone. This
experience was as much about
being purposeful with faith as it
was encouraging positive transition from one stage of life to
the next...
Young Ladies of Christian
Character was an eight week
instructional and practical
program which focused on
applying Biblical instructions to
assist with current issues all
young ladies face. Our program
concluded with our Young
Ladies of Christian Character
being presented in formal attire
to Family and Friends in a
Formal Presentation Ceremony
March 28, in the sanctuary.
YLCC Advisors: Sisters
Te r e s a E v a n s , S a b r i n a
Srinivasa, Lakreisha Reese,
La r n e t t a P e t e r s o n , Ta m m y
Moore, Janine Lewis, Jocelyn
Lawrence, Rushon Gillette and
Kecia Blackshear.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, April 11 - Bunny Tales, Great Explorations the
Houghton-Wagman Children's Museum, 1925 4th St. N.
Time TBA. www.greatexplorations.org or 727-821-8992.
Saturday, April 11 - Legacy Garden Music Series:
Veronika Jackson, Dr. Carter G. Woodson AfricanAmerican Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S. Time TBA.
www.woodsonmuseum.org or 727-323-1104.

Saturday, April 11 - Drum Circle Facilitation, The Pier. 5 to
7 p.m. Experience the creative forces and rhythms of a
drum circle in the Courtyard. www.stpetepier.com or 727821-6443.

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday Sunrise Service, The
Pier, 800 2nd Ave. S.E. 6:30 a.m. The Resurrection House
offers a wonderful service with music from the Salvation
Army Band. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

CLASSIFIED

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

W W W

.

SOUL FESTIVAL 2009

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

MT. OLIVE AME CHURCH OF BEALSVILLE, PLANT CITY

SOUL FESTIVAL 2009: Outdoor Worship Service will take place
at the Bealsville Recreation Center Park, 5009 Nesmith Road,
Plant City, FL on Saturday April 18th, at 10:00 a.m.
Festivities for the Soul. Rev. Raleigh H. Allen, III, Pastor. Church
Office: 5100 Horton Road, Plant City, FL 33567. Tel. 813-737-2628

INVITATION FOR BIDS IFB #09-001
ROOF REPLACEMENT AT ROMAYNE APARTMENTS
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA), St. Petersburg, FL, is requesting
bids from qualified, responsible, licensed contractors interested in removal and
replacement of the roofing system at the Romayne Apartments located at
8601 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street North, St. Petersburg, FL, 33702, in accordance
with the requirements of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). A 5% bid bond will be required.
IFB #09-001 document packages will be ready for pick-up on
Tuesday, April 7, 2009. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at the
Romayne Apartments on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.
Proposals are due by 2:00 p.m. EST, Monday, May 4, 2009.
Bids will be opened publicly.
If you are interested in submitting a bid, you may pick up a copy in person at
11479 Ulmerton Road, Largo, FL, 33778, from the Procurement Department
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

INVITATION FOR BIDS IFB #09-002
ROOF REPLACEMENT AT CLEARVIEW PARK APARTMENTS
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA), St. Petersburg, FL, is requesting
bids from qualified, responsible, licensed contractors interested in removal and
replacement of the roofing system at the Clearview Park Apartments located at
3200 37th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL, 33713, in accordance with the
requirements of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
IFB #09-002 document packages will be ready for pick-up on
Tuesday, April 7, 2009. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at the
Clearview Park Apartments on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 11:00 a.m.
Proposals are due by 2:00 p.m. EST, Monday, May 4, 2009.
Bids will be opened publicly.
If you are interested in submitting a bid, you may pick up a copy in person at
11479 Ulmerton Road, Largo, FL, 33778, from the Procurement Department
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

Call (727) 896-2922 TODAY!

T H E W E E K L Y C H A L L E N G E R

.

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$990

Cremation Niches

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available
5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM DIABETES- HEART DISEASE OR CANCER?
GUM DISEASE COMPLICATES MANAGEMENT OF THESE DISEASES AND IT ALSO
CAUSES *INFECTION* TOOTH SHIFTING* BLEEDING AND SWOLLEN GUMS* DIGESTION
PROBLEMS*BAD BREATH* PROPER TREATMENT OF GUM DISEASE WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE
YOUR BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, APPEARANCE AND TASTE, BUT YOUR TOTAL BODY HEALTH.

$99 New Patient Special:
Includes Comprehensive Exam, Full mouth X-Rays,
Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer Screening,
Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

Or take $25.00 off any one of these services
*White Fillings*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Extractions*
*Root Canals*
*Crowns & Bridges*

*Sedation Dentistry*
*Implants*
*Dentures/Partials*
*Gum Treatment*
* Veneers*

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
One hour whitening $299.00 includes take home trays.

Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave., Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

C O M

727-321-7880
*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rediscover Earth’s Beauty At
Weedon Island Preserve
Why not celebrate Earth Day
in April with a stop by Weedon
Island Preserve in St. Petersburg
and experience first hand the
beauty of our planet? The
Preserve reveals roughly 3,700
acres sprawling next to Old
Tampa Bay. It is a rich mosaic of
mangrove forest, open salt flats,
pine flatwoods and oak hammocks.
A window into the past is opened
to discover the prehistoric people
that once inhabited the land, and
visitors can learn about their
ancient culture and how people
continue to shape the environment.
To help celebrate Earth Day
and Arbor Day April 18, a
Developing the Urban Tree
Canopy and Your Florida Yard
program is planned. Get inspiration from Stan DeFreitas, aka Mr.
Greenthumb, author and southern
garden expert, as he discusses
water-thrifty landscaping ideas,

CONFERE NC E

continued from front page
Cole did the wrap up session
which lead right into the conference choir rehearsal. The conference choir had its first rehearsal
Thursday night conducted by
Evangelist Jackie Clark Chisholm.
Saturday night crowds begin
lining up as early as 4:00 p.m. for
the 6:00 p.m. program. WTBN’S
own Ambassador Steve Nunn
broadcast his show live from the
sanctuary which featured Dr.
Dorinda Clark Cole, the legendary
Clark Sisters, and Gospel Great
Troy Sneed who is most noted for

MEDAL

continued from front page

Congresswoman Kathy Castor. “
They served at a time when they
were fighting a war and discrimination in America also. They
blazed the trail.” Castor also
spoke about the state of the
economy and President Obama’s
stimulus program and the
benefits it will bring to the local
community. Castor was in town
to unveil a new youth summer
job program, “to help keep youth
off the street”. Congresswoman

the importance of shade trees and
gardening. Trees help control air
pollution, recycle water, control
humidity and produce oxygen.
Not only that, but trees provide
food and shelter for wildlife.
Author of many gardening books,
Mr. Greenthumb will autograph
books, and some will be available
for sale. The program is free and
great for all ages.
On April 17 visitors can learn
about the new energy efficient
power plant on Weedon Island
Preserve. The repowered Bartow
Plant will soon double the plant’s
generating capacity and significantly improve air emissions with
the change in fuel site use from oil
to natural gas. This program is
best for adults and is free.
April is loaded with other
opportunities to explore the
Preserve. Saturday guided hikes,
booktimes for little ones, a guided
canoe trip and bird quest are ways

to enjoy the great outdoors. If
setting out solo appeals, the
Preserve offers a 45-foot-high
observation tower, two selfguided paddling trails, selfguided hiking trails, bayside
observation platform and two
canoe/kayak launches. Along the
boardwalks and trails, 20 interpretive trail signs are a fun way to
learn more.
The Cultural & Natural
History Center features an
extraordinary 6,000-square-foot
exhibit hall, Connecting People
and Place, which is an artinspired, hands-on educational
approach to the area’s history,
ecology and people.
To learn about dates and
times for all Weedon Island
Preserve programs and recreational opportunities, call 727453-6500 or visit www.weedonislandpreserve.org

the song “The Struggle is over.”
The over all winner was announced
and the crowd went crazy!
Sunday featured a presentation and thanks to City Council
Chairman Pastor Thomas Scott.
Featured artist for Sunday’s event
was Kiki Sheard who is the
daughter of Clark Sister Karen
Clark Sheard. The Clark Sisters
were featured along with the
regional singers and musicians
choir who sang vehemently with
the power of God.
The lead sponsor for the conference was United Urban
Outreach; a 501 © 3 based out of
Tampa. It is committed to
providing a healthy, and balanced

environment for teenage boys
between ages of 13-18 years old
currently in State of Florida’s
Foster Care system. The Founder,
Cepeda Mckay said, “He is
thankful for the overwhelming
turnout for this conference and
hopes it has brought awareness
and prompts more to assist in the
shaping of the lives of these
young men as well as compelling
those with musical talents to
continue developing and perfecting their gifts. The conference
was coordinated by Steve
Marshall. Lead sponsors for this
event were The Weekly
Challenger and WRXB radio.

Castor, co-sponsor of a guncontrol assault weapons bill,
touched on the recent street
violence and urged the crowd to
contact their representatives for
support.
Al Downing, “Ambassador
of Jazz”, awards and accolades
include the 1984 Martin Luther
King Jr. Drum Major for Justice
Award from the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
and in 1983 the Friends of the
Arts Award from the Pinellas
County Arts Council. Downing
formed the Allegro Music
Society and the renowned Al

Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association. He was an inspiring
educator at the former Gibbs and
St. Petersburg junior colleges.
His spirit, commitment, and
legacy continue. “ I’m not
surprised,” said his sister Anneta
Smith. “He was such a sweetheart to everybody” Mrs.
Downing was moved by the
tribute. “I’m proud of the fact that
the recognition has finally come
to past,” she said. I would be
reluctant to blame anyone that it
hadn’t come sooner, but thank
God it happened now.”

The Weekly Challenger

SPRING RATE
REDUCTION
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CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31 St. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712.
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Please make plans to join us on
Resurrection Sunday (Easter) April 12.
Delight in the joy and serenity of our
Lily Memorial as Sister Bessie
Davenport and the Lily Memorial
Ministry fill the altar with the fragrance
and beauty of fresh lilies.
6:00 a.m. Early Sunrise Service.

(Breakfast following); 8:30 a.m. Annual
Easter Drama Ministry Presentation;
10:00 a.m. Mid-Morning Worship
Experience
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for regular worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.
We are believers in Christ who are
reaching out to the world, preaching

the gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the
love of Christ.
Weekly Activities
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Wednesday Noon Day Bible Study;
6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer; 7:00
p.m. Evening Bible Study.
Please
our website at www.fmbctheship.org.
E:Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net.
Phone: 727-906-8300.

McCabe United Methodist Church

“A
Discipleship
Making
Community”
Rev. James Mitchell, senior
pastor and the McCabe family
cordially invite you to share and participate in several upcoming events.
We are eager to extend hands of fellowship and share some of the
wonderful ways the Spirit of God is
moving McCabe.
UPCOMING EVENTS
April 9 - Maundy Thursday
Service, 6:30 p.m. (A short service of

High Praise through “Music, Drama,
and the WORD”)
April 18 - Fish Fry- 11:00 a.m.
April 25 - Jewelry Party
May 17 - Family and Friends Day
Celebration
(Worship
Service/
Evening
Gospel Music Extravaganza)
The doors of McCabe are always
open to serve you on a weekly basis:
Sunday Worship Services 10:00
a.m.; Sunday Children Church 10:00
a.m.; Sunday School 8:50 a.m.; Bible

Study (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m.; Senior
Fellowship (“Young AT Heart”) 2nd
Wednesday 12:30 p.m.; SHARE
Distribution- (Fourth Saturday) 6:30
a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Are you looking for a STIMULATING and SPIRIT-FILLED Bible
Study? Come join US on Wednesday
nights. We are currently studying the
Book of GENESIS: 43-44.
Please visit our Website at:
Mccabeunitedmethodist.ning.com. Email: mccabeumc@verizon.net.

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
Florida 33711. Pastor Clark Hazley,
Sr.
Gospel Chorus Musical Program
The Gospel Chorus of Mount

Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church Along with Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr., cordially invites you to
come worship with us in Song as we
glorify our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ. When: April 19, 4:00 p.m. at
Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church. Sister Ida Johnson (chair)
Sister Geneva Oliver (co-chair).

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

Our Mission: “Impact the world
by equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ”
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC offers
many diverse ministries and programs
to assist in the uplifting spiritual and
social needs of our community. There
are opportunities for our youth to get
involved through Mime Ministry,
Youth Choir, Boys & Girl Scouts,

Drum Line, Marching Band, and
much more.
The Youth Praise and Worship
hour is held every Wednesday at
6:00pm in the Youth Chapel located at
921-20th St. S. Middle and High
school students now have their own
service on the 2 and 4 Sundays at
10:00 a.m. Members and non
members are welcome.

Join the Couples Ministry on
Friday, April 17 at 7:00p.m. This
month we are featuring a showing of
“FIREPROOF” the movie. Our
ministry is open to members and non
members.
For a complete list of all of our
ministries, programs, and Church
services please call 894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to our
weekly services and events.
Early Morning Service 7:45;
Sunday School 9:15 (Classes for all
ages) Mid-Morning Service 10:30.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
( Pr ayer + Under st andi ng =
Spiritual Healing)
Prayer Service and Bible Study

will resume on Wednesday evening,
April 1 at 6:30. the Adult Classes for
t he quar t er i ncl ude: Fi r epr oof
Marriage, Recession Proof,
Discovering Your Design for Service
and Youth Bible Study: What’s Up
With The Word. For information call
727-896-5228.
UPCOMING EVENTS
SPRING HOPE INSTITUTE
“LOVE BOAT”
Classes for everyone: single,
divorced, widowed, or married!

(Mark your calendars now) April 22
–24, 7-8:30 p.m.
“FLAME” CONCERT
April 25, “FLAME” has released
three albums, garnered nominations
fr om t he Dove, St el l ar, and
GRAMMY Awards and was honored
by the Holy Hip Hop Association for
his invaluable service, sacrifice, labor
and contributions to the music
industry.
“We cannot shine if we have not
taken time to fill our lamps.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and Trustees,
and the entire congregation of St.
Mark, extends to the community at
large, its wishes that there would be an
overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for April
April 10 - Spring Festival in
Child’s Park – 4:00 p.m. This event is
completely free and features live
music, amazing moonwalks, food and
candy, games and more.
April 12 - Resurrection Sunday
Worship Services: Sunrise Services –
7:00; Children Youth Ministry Easter

Presentation – 4:00 p.m.
April 21 - 7:30 p.m. Church
Outing to New Jerusalem for Church
and Pastor’s Anniversary.
April 26 - Red and White Mission
Program featuring 9:30 a.m. Special
guest Sunday school teachers; 4:00
p.m. Worship Experience
April 27 - 2009 PIZZA Ministry
featuring “Movie Nights.” Sharing
the gospel with children in the
community by way of movies, rap
sessions, food, fun and fellowship.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.

Sunday School Teachers’ Meetings
are held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Neighbors Involved in Kids
Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 6:30 p.m. CLOSED FOR THE
HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for use on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 - 7:30.

Victory Christian Center

Pastoral Appreciation Services –
April 15-19
The Victory Christian Center
Church family invites you to join
them as they honor Pastor Claude S.
Williams and First Lady Cecilia
Williams in Pastoral Appreciation
Services. The theme for this event is:
“A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN
HEART WHO SHALL FULFILL
ALL HIS WILL (Acts 13:22)”.

Services will be held the week of
April 15-19, with the first worship &
teaching service Wednesday, April 15
at 7:00 p.m. Worship and teaching
services will also be held Thursday,
April 16 at 7:00 p.m. Friday night
friends and family will enjoy a night
of bowling and fellowship at the Ten
Pin Bowling Lane located at 1453
Pasadena Ave. S. A church banquet
will be held Saturday, April 18 from

6:00-9:00 p.m. at Orange Blossom
Cafeteria. The deadline to purchase
tickets for the banquet is Sunday,
April 12.
Pastoral appreciation
services will conclude Sunday, April
19 at 10:30 a.m. Guest churches will
be in charge of services.
Victory Christian Center Church
is located at 3012 – 18 Ave. S. in St.
Petersburg. FMI, please call (727)
321-0911 or (727) 290-6554.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Florence Price

Florence Price is considered
the first black woman in the
United States to be recognized as
a symphonic composer. Even
though her training was steeped
in European tradition, Price’s
music consists of mostly the
American idiom and reveals her
Southern roots. Her mother, a
soprano and pianist, carefully
guided her early musical
training, and at age fourteen, she
enrolled in the New England
Conservatory of Music with a
major in piano and organ. She
studied composition and counterpoint with George Chadwick
and Frederick Converse, writing
her first string trio and symphony
in college, and graduating in
1907 with honors and both an
artist diploma in organ and a
teaching certificate.
She taught in Arkansas from
1907-1927 and married Thomas
J. Price, an attorney, in 1912.
After a series of racial incidents
in Little Rock, particularly a
lynching that took place in 1927,

the family moved to Chicago
where Price began a new and fulfilling period in her compositional career. She studied composition, orchestration, and organ
with the leading teachers in the
city including Arthur Olaf
Anderson, Carl Busch, Wesley
La Violette, and Leo Sowerby
and published four pieces for
piano in 1928. While in Chicago
Price was at various times
enrolled at the Chicago Musical
College, Chicago Teacher’s
College, Chicago University, and
American Conservatory of
Music, studying languages and
liberal arts subjects as well as
music.
Her friendship with the
young composer, Margaret
Bonds, resulted in a teacherstudent relationship and the two
women began to achieve
national recognition for their
compositions and performances.
In 1932, both Price and Bonds
submitted compositions for the
Wanamaker Foundation Awards.
Price won first and second place
with her Symphony in E minor,
and for her Piano Sonata. Bonds
came in third place with a song.
The
Chicago
Symphony
Orchestra, co n d u ct ed b y
Frederick Stock, premiered the
winning composition, Symphony In
E Minor on June 15, 1933. A
number of Price’s other orches-

tral works were also played by
the WPA Symphony Orchestra of
Det ro i t an d t h e C h i cag o
Women’s Symphony. Price
wrote other extended works for
orchestra, chamber works, art
songs, works for violin, organ
anthems, piano pieces, spiritual
arrangements, four symphonies,
three piano concertos, and a
violin concerto. Some of her
more popular works are: “Three
Little Negro Dances,” “Songs to
a Dark Virgin,” “My Soul's Been
Anchored in de Lord” for piano
or orchestra and voice, and
“Moon Bridge.” Price made considerable use of characteristic
black melodies and rhythms in
many of her works. Her “Concert
Overture on Negro Spirituals,”
“Symphony in E minor,”
and “Negro Folksongs in
Counterpoint” for string quartet,
all serve as excellent examples of
her idiomatic work.
Deeply religious, Price frequently used the music of the
black church as material for her
arrangements. In 1949, Price
published two of her spiritual
arrangements, “I Am Bound for
the Kingdom,” and “I’m Workin’
on My Buildin’,” and dedicated
them to the black contralto
Marian Anderson, who
performed them on a regular
basis. Price died in Chicago June
3, 1953.

Josephine Baker

Josephine Baker, June 3,
1906 – April 12, 1975, was an
American expatriate entertainer
and actress. She became a
French citizen in 1937. Most
noted as a singer, Baker also was
a celebrated dancer in her early
career. She was given the
nicknames the “Bronze Venus”
or the “Black Pearl,” as well as
the “Créole Goddess” in anglophone nations. In France, she has
always been known as “La
Baker.”
Baker was the first AfricanAmerican female to star in a
major motion picture, to
integrate an American concert
hall, and to become a worldfamous entertainer. She is also
noted for her contributions to the
Civil Rights Movement in the
United States, she was offered
the leadership of the movement
by Coretta Scott King in 1968
following Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s assassination, but turned it
down,, for assisting the French
Resistance during the Second
World War and being the first
American-born woman to
receive the highest French
military honor, the Croix de
Guerre, and for being an inspiration to generations of AfricanAmerican female entertainers
and others.
On October 2, 1925, she
opened in Paris at the Théatre
des Champs-Élysées, where she
became an instant success for
her erotic dancing and for
appearing practically nude on
stage. After a successful tour of
Europe, she reneged on her
contract and returned to France
to star at the Folies Bergères,
setting the standard for her
future acts. She performed the
Danse sauvage, wearing a
costume consisting of a skirt

made of a string of artificial
bananas. B a k er's s u cces s
coincided with the Exposition
des Arts Décoratifs, which gave
us the term “Art Deco,” and also
with a renewal of interest in
ethnic forms of art, including
African. Baker represented one
aspect of this fashion. She was
very creative and loved sequins
and feathers. She also loved to
be sexy and wear short shorts
and low tops.
In later shows in Paris she
was often accompanied on stage
by her pet cheetah, Chiquita,
who was adorned with a
diamond collar. The cheetah
frequently escaped into the
orchestra pit, where it terrorized
the musicians, adding another
element of excitement to the
show.
After a short while she was
the most successful American
entertainer working in France.
Ernest Hemingway called her
“… the most sensational woman
anyone ever saw.” In addition to
being a musical star, Baker also
starred in three films which
found success only in Europe:
the silent film “Siren of the
Tropics” 1927, “Zouzou” 1934
and “Princesse Tam Tam” 1935.
Although Baker is often credited
as a movie star, her starring roles
ended with “Princesse Tam
Tam” in 1935.
At this time she also scored
her greatest song hit, “J'ai deux
amours” and became a muse for
contemporary authors, painters,
designers, and sculptors
including Langston Hughes,
Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Pablo Picasso, and
Christian Dior.
Under the management of
Giuseppe Pepito Abatino a
Sicilian former stonemason who
passed himself off as a Sicilian
count Baker's stage and public
persona, as well as her singing
voice, went through a significant
transformation. In 1934 she took
the lead in a revival of Jacques
Offenbach's 1875 opera “La
Créole” at the Théâtre Marigny
in The Champs-Élysées of Paris,

which premiered in December of
that year for a six month run. In
preparation for her performances
she went through months of
training with a vocal coach.
In the words of Shirley
Bassey, who has cited Baker as
her primary influence, “… she
went from a ‘petite danseuse
sauvage' with a decent voice to
‘la grande diva magnifique’ … I
swear in all my life I have never
seen, and probably never shall
see again, such a spectacular
singer and performer."
Baker was so well known
and popular with the French that
even the Nazis, who occupied
France during World War II,
were hesitant to cause her harm.
In turn, this allowed Baker to
show her loyalty to her adopted
country by participating in the
Underground, smuggling intelligence to the resistance in
Portugal coded within her sheet
music. After the war, for her
underground activity, Baker
received the Croix de Guerre,
the Rosette de la Résistance, and
was made a Chevalier of the
Légion d'honneur by General
Charles de Gaulle.
Despite her popularity in
France, she never obtained the
same reputation in America.
Upon a visit to the United States
in 1936, she starred in a failed
version of the Ziegfeld Follies,
being replaced by Gypsy Rose
Lee later in the run, her personal
life similarly suffered, and she
went through six marriages,
some legal, some not.
Her 1935–36 US performances received poor reviews.
Baker returned to Paris in 1937,
married Frenchman Jean Lion,
and became a French citizen.
In January 1966 she was
invited by Fidel Castro to
perform at the Teatro Musical de
La Habana in Havana. Her spectacular show in April of that year
led to record breaking attendance.
In 1973, Baker opened at
Carnegie Hall to a standing
ovation.

Latin Jazz Flautist
Dave Valentin Performs In
St. Petersburg’s Williams Park

It was the very first of the “Last
Friday Night Concert Series”
monthly concert series, held in
downtown St. Petersburg in
Williams Park. This concert series is
similar to the popular “First Friday
Night Concerts” held on Central
Ave., once a month on the first
Friday of the month. So, at about 6
p.m. March 27, a few blocks north of
Central Ave., you could feel the
exhilaration slowly increasing in
Williams Park. Jazz lovers, particularly Latin jazz lovers were filing in
through the gate entrance, some
carrying blankets or lawn chairs.
Their faces were aglow and you
could tell that something aweinspiring was about to take place.
The awe-inspiring event that
was about to happen was the first
concert of the series featuring Jose’
Valentino and Friends Band
sponsored by Dr. Robert D. Rehnke,
prominent plastic surgeon in the
Tampa Bay area. Guest musicians
scheduled to appear were keyboardist Lannie Battistini and international jazz musician flautist Dave
Valentin. At one time or another,
both musicians have been Grammy
Award winners. With musicians
such as Valentin and Battistini performing, it was obvious that this
concert had been planned to be a
winner. And, to be perfectly honest,
no one could have been more
excited about the concert than I. I
had the opportunity to meet Dave
Valentin in the past at a “Giants of
Jazz” concert in South Orange, New
Jersey before moving to St.
Petersburg, and I was anxious to
rekindle our friendship.
Finally, amidst the carnival like
atmosphere the Jose’ Valentino and
Friends Band began to perform.
Valentino performed brilliantly on
flute as usual, and Lannie Basttistini
demonstrated why his keyboard
talent earned him a Grammy. A

special treat was the performance by
neophyte violinist Katelynn Rehnke,
daughter of Dr. Rehnke. Just 13years old, it was her very first
outdoor professional jazz concert.
Accompanying Valentino, Rehnke
performed like an old pro, swaying
and moving in perfect rhythm and
tempo with the music being played.
It looks like the Rehnkes just might
be hosting a CD Release Party soon
for daughter Katelynn; she’s that
good. In fact, it might be a CD
Release Party not only for Katelynn,
but for her twin sister also, guitarist
Shelby. Imagine how proud Dr. and
Mrs. Rehnke would be hosting a
CD Release Party for their twin
daughters. Awesome!
As the concert continued, I was
enjoying the music immeasurably
and at the same time watching the
fans in the audience clap their hands
while some danced on a dance floor
of grass. When the music reached
crescendo proportions, small
children shrieked in excitement and
ran wildly in all directions while
their mothers seemed to enjoy
rambling after them. Yes, indeed, a
good time was being had by all in
attendance. Valentino continued to
perform throughout the entire first
set, and at the end announced that his
musical idol, jazz great Dave
Valentin would be performing on the
second set.
Finally, after about a 20-minute
break, the second set began and
Dave Valentin appeared. If you
haven’t heard Valentin perform, let
me say this…his flute playing is
simply out-of-this-world! I could
see where Jose’Valentino picked up
most of his nuances on flute;
Valentin is a master flautist who can
make sounds with his mouth and
flute like no other.
For two years now, I have been
talking with Hammond B-3 player
Vince Seneri in an attempt to get his

group which includes Valentin and
tenor saxophonist Houston Person,
to visit St. Petersburg to perform.
When speaking with Valentin this
time, he expressed great interest in
returning to the City to perform. We
hope to connect by telephone in the
not too distant future.
Recently celebrating his birthday,
April 27, 57-year old Dave Valentin
was born in the Bronx. He studied
under internationally renowned
flautist Hubert Laws, and attended
Bronx Community College. In
1977, Valentin made his recording
debut performing with the Ricardo
Marrero Group. He has recorded
more than 15 albums, combining the
influence of R&B, and Brazilian
music with Latin and Smooth jazz to
create a slick and accessible form of
crossover jazz. In 2006, he was a
Grammy winner for the Latin
Grammy Awards. Nevertheless, I
believe Valentin can play any genre
of jazz. On one of the several
albums I have with Valentin performing on “Urban Paradise”, he is a
sideman for Vince Seneri’s
Hammond B-3. This is a straightahead album with “no prisoners
taken.” Valentin absolutely cooks on
“Eleanor Rigby”, “Comin’ Home
Baby”, and “Watermelon Man.”
Pick up the album for your collection … it’s a must have! Also, you
can view Dave Valentin in action on
the internet: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FhIdXSM8BCw.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

32 15 46 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!
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DOG DAYS
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1-7 2-4
6-2 7-5

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD JR.
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

26.BALTIMORE RAVENS:
How surprising was last season
for the Ravens, who had a rookie
head coach and also a first year
quarterback.
Next seasons
expectations will be heightned
due to their success in 2008.
Here are their top three needs.
Cornerback: the Ravens are
expected not to bring back Chris
McCalister. Samari Roole will
be 33 so that be a pressing issue
for them. Wide Reciever: Derrick
Mason is their only reciever, no
other reciever had more than 41
catches. Derrick Mason is a possession reciever and mor suited to
be to No.2. Tight End, Todd
Heap has been having trouble
staying healthy. They do not have
any capable backups.
25. MIAMI DOLPHINS:
Bill Parcells is a legend in Miami
after taking over franchise that
finished dead last in 2007.
Parcells has proven that he can
change the culture anywhere he
goes. Coach Sparano deserves
alot of credit for his motivational
skills and decision making on a
daily basis. These are the three
pressing areas for the Dolphins.
Wide Reciever - they lacked
experience and a playmaker at
this position. Ted Ginn's developement has been slow. He was
drafted to become that home run
hitter. Guard - all season the
Dolphins struggled running
between the tackles. Offensive
Tackle - Jake Long need a
bookend tackle on the other side.
The Dolphins may let Vernon
Carey walk.
24. ATLANTA FALCONS:
With Michael Vick gone, Bobby
Petrino going back to the college
ranks. Owner Arthur Blank had
to come up with some answers.

2009 NFL Draft Preview: Picks 26-13

He hired a new GM and and a
little known assistant,to become
the head coach. Guess what they
made the playoffs. They made
tremendous strides offensively.
For the 2009 season the Falcons
will try to shore up an aging
defense. Draft needs Defensive
End, playing beside John
Abraham, Jamaal Anderson had
only two sacks. Outside
Linbacker - when to many plays
reach the third level and your
safties are your leading tacklers,
then you have issues. Safety, the
Falcons need to improve their
speed at this position.
23.
NEW
ENGLAND
PATRIOTS: The transformation
has begun for the Patrioits. The
coaching staff have taken some
losses,they have also lost their
personnel guru Scott Pioli. The
Patriots are the first team in NFL
history to go 11-5 and not make
the playoffs, since the new
format took place in 1990. They
have made some great aquisitions during the free agent
signing period. These are their
draft needs, Cornerback, the next
shutdown corner they draft will
be the first since they let Asante
Samuel get away. Running Back,
with the addition of Fred Taylor,
will Laurence Maroney have to
take a back seat. The rest of
the backs are complimentary
players not s t art ers . Wi d e
Reciever - besides Randy Moss
and Wes Welker they don't have
much depth and the depature of
Jabar Gaffney will hurt them,
They have signed often injured
Joey Galloway.
22.MINNESOTA VIKINGS:

The Vikings have made progress
in Coach Chidress' system, they
made the playoffs. Everyone
points out the fact that one

glaring weakness the Vikings
have is at the quarterback
position. They have a great
running game, all they seem to
missing is a veteran quarterback
that can manage the game.
Tavaris Jackson's maturation
process has not evolved full
circle. Quarterback, will be a
position that the Vikings will
look at outside the draft. Right
Tackle is a position that will
cause the front office to take a
look at, to find a capable starter.
Cornerback - with Antoine
Winfield entering the final year
of his contract in 2009, they
definetly need to find some
depth. Their 2007 pick Marcus
McCauley, a third round pick
played a limited role this season.
His rookie year he saw signifi-

cant playing time.
21.PHILADELPHIA
EAGLES: The Eagles have two
picks in the first round, so they
can really shore up a few weaknesses with some early picks
who could become impact
players.The Eagles have lost a
couple of defensive mainstays in
Brian Dawkins and Lito
Sheppard. With this pick maybe
they will draft a big tackle, their
veterans are gettin up in age so
youth will serve it purpose.
20. DETROIT LIONS: The
Lions have a clean slate and a
new coach to replace Rod
Marinelli. Jim Schwartz, the
new coach and the GM Martin
Mayhew will face the undaunting task of changing the culture
in the Motor City. Here are the
needs of the Lions, Quarterback,
they have five one the roster, so
what that really means is that
they have none, let the
competing begin. Linebacker,
no plays were made from this

position. Not even Ernie Sims,
their overall pick in 2006.

Defensive Back, the Lions had
only one interception from the
secondary allof last season.
19. TAMPA BAY BUCANEERS:
It was a mild shock to all when
Jon Gruden and Bruce Allen
were let go. Usually they are let
go within 48 hours after the last
game, however the Glazers
carefully took their time to
analyze the decision to fire the
coach and the GM. Raheem
Morris, became the youngest
head coach in the NFL. He faces
the task of making the team
younger, because it was always
aging under Gruden. These are
the areas that the Bucs need help
in. Defensive tackle - Jovan
Haye is a free agent. Chris Hovan
is 30 and not a pass rusher. They
need more speed and penetration
at tackle.
Wide Reciever Antonio Bryant is coming off a
great year and he tagged as a
franchise player.
Micheal
Clayton re-signed and Joey
Galloway was cut. UF'S Louis
Murphy would be a perfect fit.
18. CHICAGO BEARS:
Expectations were not high for
Bears in 2008. They blew a shot
at making the playoffs by losing
to the Texans in the season
finale. The defense failed to hold
on to leads late in the game. And
alone resulted in a couple of
early season losses. Their quarterback play has been a little
suspect. These are their draft day
needs. Wide Reciever - besides
Devin Hester they do not have
any other threats at that position.
Offensive Line - adding Chris
Williams last years first round
pick was a start, but the group is
old and there is no depth.
Defensive end - the starters are

Orton, Simms Excited To Compete
For Broncos' Starting QB Job

Kyle Orton

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP)
The quarterback quandary in
Denver is over. The competition,
not so much.
Kyle Orton and Chris Simms
have been told they have to earn
the right to replace Jay Cutler,
who was traded to Chicago last
weekend, ending a six-week soap
opera that began when the Pro
Bowl passer decided he didn't
want to play for new Broncos
coach Josh McDaniels.
On Monday, Orton acquired
from the Bears, and Simms, a
free-agent signing, met with the
Denver media for the first time.
They both said all the right things
after a winter in which Cutler
said all the wrong things -- or, in
the case of not returning the
Broncos' phone calls, nothing at
all.
Orton and Simms said it was
a thrill to work for the man who
helped Tom Brady and Matt
Cassel thrive in New England.
They professed indifference to

the fact McDaniels might draft a
quarterback later this month. And
they welcomed the competition
for the starting job.
“That's the only thing I've
ever asked for in my career,” said
Orton, a veteran of so many
dueling quarterback dramas with
Rex Grossman in Chicago. “If
you get that, that's all you can
really hope for. Chris is a good
quarterback, smart player, he's
won a lot of football games
himself.
“So we'll have a good quarterback on the field.”
Simms said the notion that he
might also be trying for the
starting job with a rookie who's
not even on the roster yet doesn't
bother him.
“To be a quarterback in this
league, you've got to have thick
skin and be able to let things roll
off your shoulders,” Simms said.
Cutler's inability or unwillingness to embrace that philosophy is precisely what led to his
departure. Cutler became disenchanted in Denver when he
learned the team had talked about
trading him.
So the Broncos sent him to
Chicago along with a fifth-round
draft pick for Orton, two firstrounders and a third-rounder.
Therefore, all signs would
seem to point toward Orton

having the edge on Simms. He's
21-12 as a starter, including 15-2
at home, the best mark in the
NFL since he joined the league in
2005.
Simms has started 16 games
in six seasons, and he's thrown
just two passes since undergoing
emergency surgery to remove his
spleen after a game in 2006.
He signed a two-year, $6
million deal originally to back up
Cutler, but now finds himself in
an open competition with Orton,
who will make about $1 million
this season in the final year of his
contract.
Neither quarterback, however,
would say he felt the starting job
was his to lose or keep.
“I'm another quarterback on
the team and the best players are
going to play,” Orton said. “I
think coach has made that clear
for all positions, and quarterback
is no different. So, really I'm just
focusing on coming in, learning
the system, getting to know the
guys and playing the best football
that I can.”
He said he was eager to learn
from McDaniels, the offensive
guru who helped turn Cassel
from a career backup into a top
quarterback last season when
Brady went down with a knee
injury in the season opener.
“I can't tell you how excited I

am to come to Denver, to play
with great coaches, to play with a
lot of talent around me on offense
and hopefully really just embrace
this community,” Orton said.
Simms said the chance to
work with McDaniels is what
lured him to Denver.
“It's no secret that the offense
in New England the last few
years has been pretty explosive,
done a lot of good things, won a
lot of football games,” Simms
said. “And as a quarterback, and
really as a fan of the game and as
a student of the game, I found it
very exciting to be a part of that,
learn what he's been coaching the
last few years.”
Orton called it “a quarterback's dream” to play in an
offense that features this group of
wide receivers and to play behind
a line that allowed just a dozen
sacks last season.
Simms said he feels like he
has a second chance in the NFL
now that he's three years
removed from his spleen's
removal.
“I really don't think about it. I
can't lose my spleen again,” he
cracked.
Quarterback Darrell Hackney
was waived Monday after seeing
time the last two seasons on
Denver's practice squad and
active roster.

solid, but not spectacular, especially as pass rushers. No depth.
17. NEW YORK JETS:
Everything seemed right for the
Jets after the first 11 games. They
went on a late season skid and
the coach, Mangini was fired
after the last game of the season.
Enter new head coach Rex Ryan,
a former defensive coordinator
for the Ravens. He brings more
fire and intensity to the game.
The Jets definetly need a
motivator on game day. Needs,
DE/Linebacker, they could use a
big time edge rusher, although
they have not given up on last
years draft pick. Cornerback the secondary needs a solid
corner to play opposite of CB
Darrelle Revis. Wide Reciever the Jets need a speedster who can
stretch a defense. They have
lacked that since they traded
Santana Moss.
16. SAN DIEGO CHARGERS:
The Chargers defeated only one
playoff team last season. That
victory came in the AFC
wildcard game. The game saved
Norv Turner’s job. They were
supposed to be an elite team,
only to have to win their final
four games to make the playoffs.
Even though they made the
playoffs, the season was still a
disappointment. Glaring draft
needs Defensive End. Igor
Olshansky is a free agent as is
not expected to be re-signed.
Tackle Jamal Williams is at the
end of his career. Right Guard,
Mike Goff is most likely to leave
as a free agent, and the depth
behind him is not good. Running

Back, the backfield need some
attention if Darren Sproles is not
re-signed.
15. HOUSTON TEXANS:
The Texans have finished 8-8 for

second year in a row. Now they
must find a way to win 10 games.
Offensively the Texans were
impressive, they were ranked in
7 of the top 10 catergories.
Defensively, there were not
many positives to draw from.
Pressing needs on draft day.
Defensive End - help is needed
to free up Mario Williams. Scaks
were rare from that spot.
Running Back, the Texans need a
back that fits the zone blocking
scheme, who can move the pile
in the red zone and that can bully
his way to the end zone. Safety,
a hard hitter capable of intimadating tight ends across the
middle would boost the
secondary and cornerback a
would help.
14. NEWORLEANS SAINTS:
The word for the 2009 season
should be “Finished.” That is
something that the Saints do not
do very well. During last season
they let a lot of games slip out of
their grasps as a result of not
finishing teams off. They were
0-5 in games that were decided
by 3 points or less. Draft day
needs are as follows. Safety, in
addition to getting a better pass
coverage, the Saints need better
playmakers here since their top
safties had just three takeaways
last season. Cornerback, the
Saints will need some help if
Mike McKenzie who had season
ending knee surgery, for second
straight year in a row and if
Jason David does not return.
1 3 . WA S H I N G T O N
REDSKINS: Team Mediocrity The Skins beat some good teams,
but played woeful against some
of the worst teams. With the
Cardinals reaching the Super
Bowl, the Redskins are now one
of three franchises that have been
in the league for last 17 years
without advancing to a conference title. The coach and the
starting quarterback are still
learning and as long as they are
together they will garner more
victories. The Skins need help in
the following areas Defensive
E n d , O ff e n s i v e a n d Wi d e
Reciever.

Hamilton Agrees
To New Five Year
Deal At FSU

Leonard Hamilton

TALLAHASSEE, (AP) Florida State is keeping
Leonard Hamilton as its basketball coach for at least the
next five years.
Hamilton had visited with
Memphis officials about the
opening there created by John
Calipari's departure to
Kentucky last week.

Hamilton is 131-96 in
seven seasons at Florida State
after taking the school to its
first NCAA tournament bid in
11 years. The Seminoles also
defeated North Carolina last
month to get to the Atlantic
Coast Conference tournament
finals for the first time.
Hamilton returns with
three starters from this year's
team, but loses starting guard
Toney Douglas, who set a new
single season scoring record
this year at Florida State.
The school's program was
in shambles when Hamilton
took over.

One Last Masters
For Gary Player

AUGUSTA (AP) - Gary
Player is calling it a career at
Augusta National after his
52nd Masters appearance this
week.
The 73-year-old South
African announced Monday
this will be his final Masters, a
tournament he won three times
on his way to capturing the
career grand slam.

Player already holds the
record for most appearances at
Augusta, breaking a tie with
Arnold Palmer when he played
in his 51st Masters last year.
He's only made the cut four
times in the last 21 years.
Player said he's had a
wonderful career, and that he's
“had it all” and doesn't want to
be greedy.
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

More Than A Thousand Masons
In Jacksonville For State’s
Regional Communication

Civil Rights Group Delivers
Nearly 40,000 Signatures
Demanding Governors
Accept Stimulus Funds

BY CLARA, THE FLORIDA AND
GEORGIA STAR NEWSPAPERS

JACKSONVILLE - When
one wakes up in the morning,
reads and watches the morning
news and learns quickly of all of
the events that occurred during
the night, one prays for a
remedy to “save our
children.” If you are like this
writer, you begin to relax once
privileged with the opportunity
to observe the Free and
Accepted Masons, Prince Hall
Affiliated. I had this opportunity when more than a thousand
masons and affiliates met in
Jacksonville March 27-31.
As a kid growing up, I
would watch the parades and
admire the apparel, fancy
medals and orderly conduct of
the men and women in the
Masons, even without knowing
their work. Unfortunately,
many do not know what the
Masons are about and pass
along “dreamed up” thoughts. It
would be rewarding for all,
especially the very young, to
observe the God fearing organization and witness the love and
sharing that is given
throughout.
At the banquet Saturday
night, one young man said that
he joined the Masons while he
was in the military and was
very enthusiastic while
overseas. But his enthusiasm
faded away until he was able to
come to Florida under the leadership of the Honorable Rev.
Dr. Michael R. Moore, Most
Worshipful 15th Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge F & A.M.
PHA Incorporated Florida,
Belize, Central America
and U.S. Virgin Island,
Jurisdiction. Grand Master
Moore served as leader of
the Florida, Belize, Central
America and U.S. Virgin Island
Jurisdiction for 5 years. He was
elevated in 2003 to Grand
Master due to the illness of the
14th
Most
Worshipful
Grand Master David Wright.
The list of major projects
and tasks taken on and
completed by Dr. Moore since
2003 are unbelievable,
including the completion and
occupancy of the Jacksonville
historical Masonic Temple on
Broad Street, over $150,000
in scholarship for college
students, the installation of
up to date furniture and
equipment, the growth in membership and an effective line of
communications with city,

Catina Denise Lovince of Leesburg, Florida
accepting scholarship from Grand Master Moore
and Dr. Johnny McCray

county and state government.
In
addition
to
the
projects to enhance the
Jurisdiction, he initiated
several health and welfare
programs throughout the jurisdiction such as Hurricane relief
and monthly community
projects for the underprivileged.
The Kappa Alpha Psi
member is an attorney, and a
Church of God in Christ pastor
with studies and/or degrees
from Florida A & M
University, University of
Florida as a Carnegie Fellow,
John Marshall Law School, the
Z. E. Brown Bible College and
a Certified Public Manager
from Florida State University.
He is a native of Tallahassee
and is one of few Eagle Scouts
prior to graduating from high
school. He met his wife, Juanita
shortly after they both enrolled
at FAMU and soon married.
They have two daughters Crystal who is a MBA graduate
o f FA M U S c h o o l o f
Business and Industry and is
presently a second-year law
student at the University of
Texas. Their other daughter,
Whitney is a second year
Doctor of Pharmacy student at
FAMU.
Men and Women in the
Masons are doctors, lawyers,
judges, pastors, ministers,
nurses, retired and active
military personnel and many
other fields. So that you can
relax and understand the power
and sincerity of the Masons
which includes both men and
women, here is a brief history.
Prince Hall is known as the
Father of Black Masonry. He
made it possible for blacks to be
recognized and enjoy all privileges of free and accepted

Masonry. Black Free Masonry
began when Prince Hall and
fourteen other free black men
were initiated into Lodge No.
441 in Boston. When the
British Army left Boston in
1776, the Lodge granted Prince
Hall and his brethren authority
to meet as African Lodge #1.
During a nine year period,
thirty-three masons were listed
on the rolls of African Lodge #1
January 14, 1779. On March 2,
1784 Prince Hall petitioned the
Grand Lodge of England for a
warrant or charter.
Today, the Prince Hall
fraternity has over 4,500
lodges worldwide with a membership of over 300,000
masons. Saturday night, the
Massachusetts Jurisdiction
granted membership to Grand
Master Moore. The Most
Worshipful Union Grand
Lodge, Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity, Free and Accepted
Masons, Prince Hall Affiliated,
Florida and Belize, Central
America, Incorporated, has
existed for one hundred and
thirty-three years and counting.
The Concordant and
Appendant Bodies consist of
twelve.
There is much hope for our
youth through the existence of
the Masons. There is a growing
number of young men and
women now joining the organization and such growth can definitely make a change in the
attitudes and altitudes of our
youth today and tomorrow. The
F l o ri d a j u ri s d i ct i o n h as
chartered one hundred fiftyeight lodges and has a membership of over 3,000. With the
road already paved Grand
Master Lee Carter can continue
the trail of success to
encourage our youth.

10 Nations To Send
Ships To Florida Exercise

MAYPORT (AP) - Ships
from 10 nations are getting
together at Mayport Naval
Station for a two-week event
designed to help the region's
Navies work together.
Ships are coming to Unitas,
which is Latin for unity, from

Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
France, Germany, Mexico and
Peru for the event beginning
April 20.
Much of the work of the
U.S. Navy with the other governments is looking for drug

smugglers and searching for
pirates.
This is the 50th year the
event has been held. It is being
hosted this year by the 4th
Fleet, which is based at
Mayport.

7 Mile Bridge In Keys To Close

The Seven Mile Bridge in
the Florida Keys is closing for
construction.
The bridge will close for
four hours Monday starting
around 8 p.m. It will close

again Monday, April 20. When
it reopens there will be a weight
restriction for vehicles over six
tons. Vehicles over the limit
will be spaced at least 300 feet
apart in either direction.

During the closures, traffic
on the north side of the bridge
will be stopped at Knight’s Key
in Marathon. Traffic on the
south side of the bridge will be
stopped at Veterans Park.

The national civil rights
group amplifying the political
voice of black Americans —
delivered nearly 40,000 petitions
to the six Republican Governors
who have rejected funding from
the federal stimulus legislation.
The petitions, signed by the
group’s members around the
country, argue that rejecting the
desperately needed funds scores
political points for the governors
at the expense of their citizens
and the country’s economy. The
group submitted electronic
copies of the signatures to
governors’ offices in South
Carolina, Alaska, Mississippi,
Alabama, Texas and Louisiana.
“This has gone on long
enough,” said ColorOfChange.org
executive director James Rucker.
“O u r m e m b e r s h a v e s e n t
thousands of letters and made
hundreds of phone calls, but the
political aspirations of these
governors trump the clear will of
the people. It’s no coincidence
that half the people denying their
states of this money are racing up
the ranks of the Republican
Party. It’s cynical and black
Americans will pay dearly.”

After a month-long
campaign, ColorOfChange.org
presented the more than 39,000
petitions signatures yesterday
evening as Governor Mark
Sanford faced an angry demonstration at the South Carolina
Statehouse. The bi-partisan
gathering of legislators, teachers,
students and other citizens
blasted the governor’s decision
to block $700 million essential to
preventing massive cuts in
public education and to provide a
safety net for the growing
number of unemployed citizens
in the state. Two weeks ago, frustrated ColorOfChange members
across the nation jammed the
governor’s office with more than
one thousand phone calls
protesting his actions, flooding
the lines for two days.
Sharon Johnson-Frye, a
ColorOfChange.org member
from Columbia, said the
governor is “out of touch” with
the people of his state.
“Governor Sanford is
playing political games while
my family struggles,” JohnsonFrye said. “Trying to raise
children and make ends meet in

this economy is incredibly hard.
While he’s on the news making a
name for himself, I’m wondering
how I’m going to fill up my gas
tank, buy groceries and keep our
heads above water. The people of
South Carolina just want this all
to end and the money to reach
those of us who truly need it.”
For more than a month,
outrage has been growing across
the nation regarding the
Republican governors’ refusal to
accept federal dollars meant to
buoy the economy during a
deepening recession. The group
noted that blacks will be hit particularly hard by the decision to reject
stimulus funds. In South Carolina,
for example, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics reports that
blacks are twice as likely as
whites to be unemployed.
With more than half a million
members, ColorOfChange.org is
the largest African-American
online political organization in
the country.
ColorOfChange members in
the six states where stimulus
funds are threatened are
available for media interviews.

Sallie Mae To Add 2,000 Jobs
To U.S. In 18 Months

BY MICHELLE CHAPMAN

NEW YORK (AP) - Sallie
Mae gave some hope to the
unemployed Monday, announcing it will bring 2,000 jobs to the
U.S. within the next 18 months
as it shifts call center and other
operations from overseas.
The move marks somewhat
of a turnaround for the nation's
largest private student lender,
which two years ago was faced
with the need to slash costs amid
collapsing capital markets.
“We were at the point where
we couldn't make a student loan
at a profit,” Chief Executive
Albert L. Lord said during a conference call.
Sallie Mae quickly scuttled
jobs overseas as part of a plan to
save about $300 million over a
12-month period.
“The company had to reengineer itself. It had to cut jobs
and it had to move jobs. At least
that's how we felt at the time,”

MICHELLE

continued from front page

world.”
O b a m a ’s v i s i t w i t h t h e
Queen went just as well.
However during the reception, it
appeared that Obama momentarily breached a rigid ancient
protocol when she reciprocated
Her Majesty’s openness by also
gently draping her arm across
the back of the Queen. In doing
so, Obama was widely revered,

Lord explained.
Once the cost cuts were
made, Sallie Mae started to look
into returning those positions to
the U.S.
The impending influx of jobs
is welcome news to the country's
unemployed, whose numbers
have climbed past 13 million.
The jobless rate which hit 8.5
percent last month is expected to
reach 10 percent by year's end.
Sallie Mae plans to return its
2,000 jobs to the U.S. by October
2010, with 600 of those positions
on tap for its Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
facility.
“This is great news for
northeastern Pennsylvania,” said
Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., at a news
conference at the company's
facility in Wilkes-Barre with
Lord and Rep. Paul Kanjorski,
D-Pa. “With the U.S. unemployment rate at 8.5 percent, it is
about time we have some 'insourcing.' I hope that more
companies that have sent jobs
overseas will follow Sallie Mae's
example and bring jobs back to
the United States.”
Sallie Mae also runs facilities in locations such as Lynn
Haven, FL.; Fishers, Ind.;
Killeen, Texas and Newark, Del.
In the transfer, hundreds of
jobs will be lost in India and the

Philippines, and a few dozen in
Mexico.
If the turnout for jobs at its
Delaware operations center is
any indication, Sallie Mae
should brace for a large number
of applicants for the new crop of
positions. A job fair hosted by
the Reston, Va.-based company
in December for the Delaware
site saw more than 800 attendees
and at least 2,300 more apply
online. The lender said at the
time that it planned to hire 1,100
workers for the facility by the
end of 2011.
Aside from call center
positions, Sallie Mae will be
looking for individuals to fill
information technology and
operations support roles.
While the jobs shift will cost
approximately $35 million a
year, Lord dismissed pundits that
criticized the expense, saying
the move will “enhance our
franchise for many years to
come.”
Sallie Mae, also known as
SLM Corp., has more than 8,000
U.S. employees. It manages
$180 billion in education loans
and serves 10 million student
and parent customers.
Shares of SLM rose 21 cents,
or 3.9 percent, to close at $5.56
Monday.

prompting observers to say that
she had merely exuded her usual
warmth and that the Queen who normally doesn’t like to he
touch - had very easily adapted.
Meanwhile, Obama who
reportedly can not be seen
wearing the same outfit in public
more than once, has been the
talk of the fashion world for
her simplistic yet sophisticated
choices.
And, while her propensity
for selecting items from J Crew
has endeared Obama to money-

conscious shoppers, high-end
stylists say her choices from up
and coming clothing designers
have given a whole new
meaning to buying off the rack.
In the process, Obama keeps
gaining in popularity. According
to recent polls, the first lady’s
approval rating in this country
has more than doubled since last
summer. At that time she had
a 32 percent favorable rating
compared to the current high
rating of 76 percent.

10

CHURCH DIRECTORY

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2009

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

(to book your travel engagements)

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Friendship

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

(727) 327-8708

Sunday

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

NOW AVAILABLE!

OF

SERVICES

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

McCabe United Methodist Church

Place Your Church Here!

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

This Space! 727-896-2922

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Call Today To Reserve

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

A Discipleship Making Community

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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